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PREFACE

This is the twenty-third issue of the Japan Statistical Yearbook. Like all the previous
issues, the Yearbook has been prepared by the Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime
Minister with the generous co-operation of the government and private agencies.

The Yearbook was first published in 1949 in order to supersede the Statistical Yearbook
of the Empire of Japan, fifty-nine volumes in all, which had been published since 1882

[t presents all the basic statistical information on land, population, economy, and social
and cultural aspects of Japan in order to serve as a convenient statistical reference. In the
preparation of the present edition, efforts have been made to preserve continuity with the

preceding editions, while making some improvements with up-to-date figures and new

t:1hles.

June 1973

Yasumort Kaio
Director, Bureau of Statistics

Office of the Prime Minister
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Explanatory Notes

1 This twenty-third edition compiles the important and basic statistical data on demographic, economic,
social and cultural structure of Japan.
2 As a rule, this edition covers the data up to 1971. Thus the latest vear referred to in this edition is
one year later than that in the previous edition.
3 The kind and form of the tables follow those of the twenty-second edition, though new tables of cur-
rent interest are added while less timely data are omitted or reorganized.
The pew tables have table numbers with mark (f) in the table of contents, and the omitted tables are
listed in the last page of the table of contents.
4 The metric system of weights and measure has been employed throughout the Yearbook.
5 No attempt has been made to adjust disagreement which may occur between the figures related to Japan
in the international statistical tables and those in other chapters of the Yearbook.
6 In tables where figures have been rounded to the nearest final digit, figures may not add to the totals.
7 Unless otherwise stated, year refers to the calendar year. Fiscal vear refers to the 12 months beginning
with April 1 of the vear stated. Ton shows metric ton. Billion follows the American usage.
8 The following symbols have been used throughout the publication :
0 below unit
- figures not applicable
figures not available
x figures kept secret
# of which
9 The data in the Yearbook are mostly taken from official statistics, though a considerable amount of data
are also drawn from private sources. The source of the data is indicated under each table.
10  For additional information on data presented, please write to the agency indicated in the source or to

the Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Frime Minister.

| Figures for Okinawa Prefecture,
Prior to 1945, figures for the Okinawa Prefecture were included in the

all Japan, and from 1945 to 1971, they were not in the total, unless otherwise

noted.

For 1972, notes are given to the tables which include the Okinawa Prefec.

ture, while no notes are given in case it is evident that the total includes

the Okinawa Prefecture.
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