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PREFACE

The Japan Statistical Yearbook supersedes the Statistical Yearbook of the Empire
of Japan which ceased publication with Volume 59, 1941. The Yearbook, of which
this is the seventh issue, features the summary of statistics on the demographic, so-
cial and cultural organization of post-war Japan.

In compiling the present edition, utmost efforts have been made to ensure up-to-
dateness to each table with the figures for 1955. Consequently, frequent inclusions
of the figures for both 1954 and 1955 became necessary since the latest data given
in the previous edition refer only to 1953. A number of tables, therefore, have been
reorganized in order to incorporate those new data.

The cooperation of government as well as private agencies in furnishing valuable
data to us is deeply acknowledged.

October, 1956

Yuzo Morita
Director, Bureau of Statistics
Office of the Prime Minister
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Explanatory Notes

1. This publication is a compilation of the important and basic data covering the entire field of eco-
nomy and culture of Japan.

2. The general arrangement of chapters follows that of the sixth edition of the Japan Statistical Year-
book.

3. The coverage of the data is, in principle, from 1930 to 1955. Generally speaking, therefore, the
latest year referred to in this edition is two years later than that in the previous edition.

4. The kind and form of the tables follow those of the sixth edition, though some are newly
adopted, while some others are abandoned. The new tables are marked with () in the Table of
Contents while the titles of the abandoned tables are listed at the end of the book. The need to
cover figures for two years, i.e. for 1954 and 1955, has sometimes resulted in the simplification of
the forms of tables.

5. The original data were mostly those of official statistical surveys, but a considerahle number of data

were also drawn from private sources.

6. The source of the data is indicated in each table.

7. In case more detailed data are required, or some doubts are entertained of our data, inquiry should

be directed to the original source or to the Publication Branch, Population Census Section, Survey
Division of our Bureau.

3. No attempt has been made to adjust the disagreements occurring between the figures related to
Japan in the international statistical tables and those in other chapters of this yearbook.
9. The English portion of this yearbook has been written by the staff of our Bureau.
10.  As to fractions below unit, 5 and higher fractions are rounded up to the unit numbers, disregard-
ing the rest. Consequently, there may be instances where figures will not exactly add up to the totals.
11.  ‘““Year" means calendar year unless otherwise stated. “Fiscal year” refers to the 12 months be-
ginning April 1 of the year stated. ‘“‘Ton’ shows metric ton. “Billion” follows the American usage.
12. The edition statement in the title, i.e. 1955/1956, was made because, in addition to the figures
for 1954 and 1955, some data for 1956 were introduced into a certain number of tables at the final
stage of compilation.
13. The use of signs is as follows :
0 .. eiviiic.Below unit
— srsssvarenasNOHIE
e data not available
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