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Pretface

¢« The Statistical Year-book of the Empire of Japan,” which had been
compiled by the Cabinet Bureau of Statistics since 1882 as the umque
annual report of over-all official statistics in Japan, was obliged to stop its
publication in 1g41 due to the Pacific War; the last issue being sgth. The
reappearance of a synthetic statistical publication of this sort, however, has
strongly been desired from the public here and abroad, as the statistical
organizations, central and local, of this country are being rearranged and
improved after the war.

The Executive Office of the Statistics Commission had several meetings
with various statistical agencies concerned and obtained a mnew plan of
compilation of the « Japan Statistical Year-book,” on the basis of which
the Statistics Burcau of the Prime Minister’s Office was appointed to take
charge of putting the work into effect. Since then, the Editing Section of
the Burcau has endeavoured to carry the plan out amidst many difficulties.
It is admitted that not a few parts of the original plan suffered substantial
changes due to the disorder and lack of the necessary materials. In spite
of that the work is at last done, greatly favoured with positive co-operation
by various statistical agencies and inflexible efforts of the editing staffs.

The main idea in editing was to fulfil the blank of eight years suspen-
sion of the publication of the year-book and, at the same time, to give an
over-all statistical bird’s-eye view of the post-war Japan. But it 1s regret-
table to say that this first issue is not necessarily successful ; for example,
such segments as the capital formation, national income, various accidents
and damages etc. left not a little defects on the system of a statistical
year-book owing to the lack of basic figures as well as the difficulties in
collecting data. Another type of incompleteness is seen in the English
translation throughout the work. These and other defects and mistakes, if
any, shall be amended and improved hereafter by kind indications from
the readers in every quarter.

Acknowletlgments and thanks are made to the various statistical agencies
for their hearty cooperations with us and to those persons concerned who
made constant efforts in the hard works of compilation and type-setting.

R. Minobe, Director of Ewecutive Office of the Stalistics Commission.
Y. Morita,

May 1949

Director of Statistics Bureaw of the Prime Minister’s O fice.
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Remarks

1. This first post-war issue of the Japan Statistical Year-book offers an
over-all collection of statistical data on the political, economic and other
national conditions of the war-time as well as post-war Japan.

2. It contains on principle the historical series as long as possible, while
abridging the figures by prefectures whenever possible. Stresses are put
on 1930 and 1936 data for the convenience of comparison of the post-
war data with the pre-war period, but detailed representations arc in
general limited to the post-war period ; figures on the monthly basis are
given only for economic statistics and other series showing conspicuous
seasonal variations.

3. Emphasis of compilation is laid on economic statistics, especially on
the representation of those data which reflect the interdependence between
various segments of economic activities.

4. Date common to two or more chapters are placed in the one that
mainly matters, only their titles being indicated in the other chapters
concerned.

5. Data are collected not only from official and public agencies, important
materials come also from private agencies in wide. Moreover, results
are given of these surveys that are not current, but still hold relevant
for the system of a year-book.

6. Insted of the names of the original publications, the offices or agencies
only are referred to, since most of the data presented here were either
collected from the unprinted sources or acquired by newly-made calcula-
tions on the side of the respective offices or of this Bureau,—a circum-
stance unavoidable in these crude post-war years,

5. Most of the English translations of technical terms are what the original
agencies prefer to use, but some are newly translated by the compiler.
8. General remarks of each statistical table are given in the foot-note,
and individual items in the table are explained, if necessary, in the note
bearing reference numbers: a), b), c),......are used for the headings of
the table and 1), 2), 8),......for the statistical figures. Notes common to
several pages arc given on the first or the last page concerned only.
Explanations, if any, of statistical surveys are found right under the

titles.

9. The standardization of each metrical unit used in this book is tried as
far as possible, taking the present and future usages in consideration.

10. It is a rule to cut statistical figures short by counting fractions of 5
and over as a unit and disregarding the rest. Special mentions are
made when otherwise practised.

Therefore the total figure often differs from the sum of the content
figures.

11. Fiscal years, crop years, and business years and identified in respective
cases. What is simply expressed as ¢ year” means ¢ calender year.”

12. Marks used are:

(0) showing figures not large encugh to attain a unit, (—) zero or no fignires
available, (..) figures unknown here and (*) estimates Or preliminary figures,
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