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PREFACE

This is the forty-second issue of the Japan Statistical Yearbook, a comprehensive and systematic
summary of basic statistics on all fields including the national land, population, economy, society
and culture of Japan.

The Yearbook was first published in 1949 under the present title, superseding the former Statisti-
cal Yearbook of the Empire éf Japan which had gone through 59 editions since its first publication
in 1882. Later, in 1983, the Yearbook was thoroughly revised and augmented in its contents in
order to make it more useful.

This forty-second volume follows the editorial policy of the last volume in consideration of
tnqtinunus use of the statistical data, while making a number of revisions such as adding new tables.

I sincerely hope that the Yearbook will serve as a widely used desk side reference for the users

of statistics and also as a guide to statistical sources.

November 1992

%/wam—

Hirohiko Koyama
Director-General

Statistics Bureau
Management and Coordination Agency
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Explanatory Notes

1 A general description on the statistics presented in the section is given at the beginning of each
section, with regard to @ the kind and source, @) the survey method and history, @ the respon-
dents covered and @ technical terms concerned.

2 General explanation on the table and explanation on the terms used in the table are given in the
headnotes of each table, and information relating to specific items or figures within the table that
need explanation is given in the footnotes with footnote-indicators or marks.

3 Asfor the tables presenting annual figures, general rule is that years after 1988 and years ending
with 5 or 0 are selected. However, as for “Appendix 1 Key Statistics”, years are presented as for
back as possible to 1949.

4 Units for measuring and weighing conform to the metric system. Ton refers to metric ton,
unless otherwise noted.

5 No attempt has been made to adjust disagreement which may occur between the figures relating
to Japan in the International Statistics and those in other sections of the Yearbook.

6 In tables where figures have been rounded to the nearest final digit, figures may not add to the
totals.

7 Prior to 1945, figures for Okinawa prefecture were included in all Japan, and from 1945 to 1971,
they were not included in the total, unless otherwise noted. For the data for years after 1972,
where Okinawa prefecture is not included, it is so indicated.

8§ Unless otherwise noted, year refers to the calendar yvear. Fiscal vear refers to the 12 months
beginning with April 1 of the year stated. Billion and trillion are the same as those in American
usage.

9 The following symbols have been used throughout the Yearbook :

g,l] } below unit

= figures not applicable
figures not available
X figures kept undisclosed
# of which
10 The source of statistics is shown, in principle, in the “Source” given below the footnotes of each
table. In case it is not shown, see the source given in the following table.
11 For additional information on data or for any questions, please refer to the original source or
inquire of the agency concerned or the Statistical Information Division, Statistics Bureau,
Management and Coordination Agency.
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This section covers land and climate.

Land presents statistics on the area of the national land as well as those on major islands, lakes, mountains
and rivers. Data are obtained mainly from the “Land Survey of Prefectures, Shi, Ku, Machi and Mura” by
the Geographical Survey Institute, Ministry of Construction, the “Abstract of National Land Statistics” by the
National Land Agency, the “Summary Report on Prices, etc. of Fixed Assets (Land)” by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, etc. As for the area of cultivated land and for forest area, see “5 Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries" ; for the area of mine lost, “6 Mining, Manufacturing and Construction™ ; for the area of state-owned
land, “13 Public Finance” ; for the area of parks, “20 Social Education and Culture” ; and for land prices, “14
Prices”.

Climate presents statistics on main meteorological elements such as atmospheric pressure, temperature,
humidity, duration of sunshine, precipitation, etc. Data are obtained from the “Annual Report of the Japan
Meteorological Agency” and the “Climatic Table of Japan” by the Meteorological Agency. For natural
disasters, see “23 Disasters and Accidents”.

Area Area is based on the “Land Survey of Prefectures, Shi, Ku, Machi and Mura” compiled annually as
of October 1 since 1955 by the Geographical Survey Institute, Ministry of Construction.

Areas are measured on the topographical maps of the scale of 1: 25 000 as of October 1, 1988 prepared by
the Geographical Survey Institute, by regarding the land areas whose coastlines are fixed at full tide mark as
basic survey areas by shi (cities), ku (wards), macht (towns) and mura (villages). Then, the areas by shi, ku,
machi and mura for each year are determined by adding or subtracting consecutively the following increase
or decrease during the yvear in the areas of the shi, ku, machi or mura concerned.

(1) Increase or decrease in the areas due to changes in the border of shi, ku, machi and mura.

{(2) Areas of reclaimed lands or drained-off lands by shi, ku, machi and mura of which “newly produced

lands” were verified and published in the official gazette of the prefecture.

{3) In the case where revision was made of the border shown in the topographical map of the scale of 1:
25 000 according to the verification by the head of the shi, ku, machi or mura concerned, the increase or
decrease in the areas of the shi, ku, machi or mura which were re-measured based on the revision by the
Geographical Survey Institute.

However, (@ the areas of Habomai Islands, Shikotan Island, Kunashiri Island and Eforofu Island are based

on the 1935 Land Survey of Shi, Machi and Mura prepared by the Cabinet Bureau of Statistics and (@ the area
of Takeshima is based on the figures shown in the National Estate Ledger.

Islands and Length of islands Number of islands and length of coastline are based on the survey
conducted by the Maritime Safety Agency, for the islands with coastline over 0.1 km on the charts of the scale
of 1:25000 in 1986. (in 1969 for Habomai Islands, Shikotan Island, Kunashiri Island and Eferofu Island).

Areas by configuration and gradient Data are tabulated from the national land numerical information by
the Geographical Survey Institute, Ministry of Construction.

The national land numerical information is composed of various geographical information on the state of
development and utilization of national land, which is transformed inte numerical values and filed on
magnetic tapes so as to make computerizing possible, and a standard areal mesh system is employed for this
purpose.

The standard areal mesh system, also called the grid square system or the longitude and latitude system,
is a system in which the whole area of the country is divided into areal meshes of equal size with the aid of
the specified longitude lines and parallels. The standard areal meshes consist of the primary areal division,
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the secondary areal division and the tertiary areal division and are given certain code numbers based on
longitude and latitude, which constitute locational information in the national land numerical information.
In general, this tertiary division (a square with about 1 km side) is called basic areal meshes.

For details, see the “Guide to the Application of National Land Numerical Information” by the Geographi-
cal Sarvey Institute, Ministry of Construction and the “a Guide to the Grid Square Statistics” by the Statistics
Bureau, Management and Coordination Agency.

Configuration The item of the configurative classification which has the largest area in each basic areal
mesh represents the configuration of the section.

Gradient Gradients are measured at the survey points which are composed of the one-fourth gridsection
points quadrisecting the basic areal meshes both lenghwise and breadthwise. The maximum and minimum
gradients are obtained from among the gradients toward neighbouring survey points in eight directions
measured at each survey point. The gradient shown in this Yearbook represents the maximum value.

Private land area Data are derived from the “Summary Report on Prices, etc. of Fixed Assets (Land)”
compiled by the Ministry of Home Affairs with regard to fixed assets as of January 1 of each vear based on
the reports submitted by the prefectural offices.

Private land refers to taxable land (paddy fields, ordinary fields, forests, residential land, pastures, grassland,
salt fields, spas, ponds and marshes, and miscellaneous land) registered in the basic ledgers (i. e., land ledgers
and supplemental land ledgers) for the imposition of the fixed assets tax, which are kept in shi (cities), machi
{towns) and mura (villages). Accordingly, private land under the statutory level of tax exemption is included,
but the following lands, which are exempted from the fixed assets tax, are excluded: land owned by the
govenment or the local public bodies, land for official or public use, graveyards, roads, irrigation channels,
sewerage, reservoirs, reserved forests, private school sites, compounds of religious bodies, etc.

Climate Data are obtained from the “Annual Report of the Japan Meteorological Agency” compiled by the
Meteorological Agency on the results of observations on ground meteorology during the year at observing
stations throughout the countrv, except for figures on normal which are compiled from the “Climatic Table
of Japan"” published decennially by the Meteorological Agency. Normal values in the meteorological statistics
are internationally calculated as the averages for 30 vears combining three decades of the western calendar.

Observations of atomospheric pressure, air temperature, relative humidity, cloudiness, etc. are made at
scheduled time, but the number of observations varies according to the observing station and the object.
Atomospheric pressure and relative humidity are observed 4 times a day (3, 9, 15 and 21 hours) ; air tempera-
ture, B times a day (3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21 and 24 hours) ; and cloudiness, 4 times (3, 9, 15 and 21 hours) or 3 times
(9, 15 and 21 hours) a day. Average of day is the average of all observations during the day ; average of
month is the average of day ; and average of year is the averages of month. All averages are calculated as
arithmetic average.

Duration of sunshine Data are based on the Rotating mirror sunshine recorder, indicating total hours
during which the sun shines on the ground.

Wind speed Data are measured by an anemograph with recording wind vane of pinwheel type.
Maximum wind speed relates to the average of arbitrary ten minutes.

Maximum snowfall Data refer to the maximum value of the depth of snow, and those for the whole vear
relate to the cold season (from autumn of the preceding vear to spring of the year stated).

Weather days Clear days are the days with average amount of clouds less than 1.5; cloudy days, the
days with average amount of clouds 8.5 or more (cloudiness is shown in per ten and obtained from the
average per day) ; rainy days, the days with total precipitation of 1 mm or more ; and snowy days, the days
with snowfall irrespective of quantity (excluding snow hail, ice hail, sleet and hail stones).



