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PREFACE

This is the fortieth issue of the Japan Statistical Yearbook, a comprehensive and
systematic summary of basic statistics on all fields including the national land, population,
economy, society and culture of Japan.

The Yearbook resumed publication in 1949 under the present name, superseding the
former Statistical Yearbook of the Empire of Japan which had gone through 59 editions
since its first appearance in 1882, Later, in the compilation of the thirty-third issue of
the revived series in 1983, the Yearbook was thoroughly revised and amplified with the
aim of making it fully useful and readily available to a wider range of individual and
institutional users.

This fortieth volume follows the editorial policy of the last volume in order to aid
users to make continuous use of the statistical data, while making a number of revisions
such as adding new tables.

I sincerely hope that the Yearbook will perform its own role as a widely used desk

side reference for the users of statistics and also as a guide to statistical sources.

August 1990

Mitsuru Ide
Director-General

Statistics Bureau

Management and Coordination Agency
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Explanatory Notes

1 A general description on the statistics presented in the section is given at the beginning of each
section, with regard to (@ the kind and source, (@) the survey method and history, @ the
respondents covered and (@) technical terms concerned.

2 General explanation on the table and explanation on the terms used in the table are given in
the headnotes of each table, and information relating to specific items or figures within the table
that need explanation is given in the footnotes with footnote-indicators or marks.

3 As for the tables presenting annual figures, general rule is that years after 1986 and years
ending with 5 or 0 are selected. However, as for “App. 1 Key Statistics”, years are presented
as retroactively as possible to 1947,

4 Units for measuring and weighing conform to those designated by law. Ton refers to metric
ton, unless otherwise noted.

5 No attempt has been made to adjust disagreement which may occur between the figures relat-
ing to Japan in the International Statistics and those in other sections of the Yearbook.

6 In tables where figures have been rounded to the nearest final digit, figures may not add to
the totals,

T Prior to 1945, figures for Okinawa prefecture were included in all Japan, and from 1945 to
1971, they were not included in the total, unless otherwise noted. For the data for years after
1972, where Okinawa prefecture is not included, it is so indicated.

8 Unless otherwise noted, year refers to the calendar year. Fiscal year refers to the 12 months
beginning with April 1 of the year stated, Billion and trillion are the same as those in
American usage.

9 The following symbols have been used throughout the Yearbook:

g.n} below unit
— figures not applicable
figures not available
x figures kept undisclosed
% of which

10 The source of statistics is shown, in principle, in the “Source” given below the footnotes of
each table. In case it is not shown, see the source given in the following table.

11 For additional information on data or for any questions, please apply to the agency indicated
in the source or to the Statistical Information Division, Statistics Bureau, Management and Coor-

dination Agency.
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