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PREFACE
This is the fifteenth issue of the fapan Statistical Yearbook. Like all the previous

icsues, the Yearbook has been prepared by the Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime
Minister with the generous co-operation of the government and private agencies.

The Yearbook was first published in 1049 in order to supersede the Statistical Yearbook
of the Empire of Japan which had been published from 1882, fifty-nine volumes in all.

It is the aim of the Yearbook to present all the basic statistical information on land, popu-
Jation, economy, and social and cultural fields of Japan. In the preparation of the present
Yearbook, efforts have been made to maintain consistency with the preceding issues, making
revisions where necessary and bringing them up to date by entering the latest available

ficures.

February, 1965
Akira Noda
Director, Bureau of Statistics

Office of the Prime Minister
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Explanatory Notes

1 This fifteenth edition compiles the important and basic data covering demographic, economic, social and
cultural organization of Japan.
9 This edition as a rule covers the data up to 1963.  The latest year referred to in this edition is one
vear later than that in the previous edition.
3 The kind and form of the tables follow those of the fourteenth edition, though some are newly adopted,
while some others are abandoned or reorganized.
4 Figures in this Yearbook are based on the metric system. To obtain figures based on the Japanese
cystem or the English system, refer to the conversion rates in the notes or the tahles of conversion
coefficients at the end of this Yearbook,
5 No attempt has been made to adjust the disagreements occurring between the figures related to Japan in
the international statistical tables and those in other chapters of this Yearbook.
6 The Englich portion of this Yearbook has been written by the staff of our Bureau.
T As to fractions below unit, 5 and higher fractions are rounded up to the unit numbers, disregarding the
rest.  Consequently, figures may not add to the totals,
8 Year refers to the calendar year unless otherwise stated.  Fiscal year refers to the 12 months beginning
with April 1 of the year stated. Tom shows metric ton, Billion follows the American usage.
9 The following svmbols have been used throughout the publication :
0 Below unit
— Figures not applicable
Figures not available
e New tables introduced
10 The data for this Yearbook were mostly adopted from official statistical surveys, but a considerable amount
of data were also drawn from private sources, The source of the data is indicated in each table.
11 In cases more detailed data are needed, or some data are doubtful, refer to the original source or to the

Compilation Branch, Population Census Section, Survey Division of our Bureau.
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