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PREFACE

This volume is the twelfth edition of the Japan Statistical Yearbook.
The Yearbook contains the basic statistical data of Japan, demographic, economic,
social as well as cultural. Its first edition was published in 1949 to supersede the

Statistical Yearbook of the Empire of Japan, whose fifty-nine volumes had been issued
from 1882 through 1941, The present volume has been compiled to ensure the up-to-
dateness of it's contents, following the editorial policies of the previous editions for
the continual use of the yearbooks.

The cooperation of government as well as private agencies who furnished us valuable
data is deeply acknowledged.

December, 1961
Toshiro Odawara

Director, Bureau of Statistics
Office of the Prime Minister
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Explanatory Notes

1 This twelfth edition compiles the important and basic data covering demographic, economic, social
and cultural organization of Japan.

2 This edition as a rule covers the data in principle, up to 1960. Therefore, the latest vear referred
to in this edition is one vear later than that in the previous edition.

3 The kind and form of the tables follow those of the eleventh edition, though some are newly
adopted, while some others are abandoned or reorganized. The new tables are marked with (f) in
the Table of Contents, while the titles of the abandened tables are listed at the end of the book.

4 Figures in this yearbook are given according to the metric system. To obtain figures according to
the Japanese syvstem or the English system, refer to the conversion rates in the notes or the tables
of conversion coefficients at the end of the volume.

5 No attempt has been made to adjust the disagreements occurring between the figures related to
Japan in the international statistical tables and those in other chapters of this yearbook.

6 The English portion of this vearbook has been written by the staff of our Bureau.

7 As to fractions below unit, 5 and higher fractions are rounded up to the unit numbers, disregard-
ing the rest. Consequently, figures exactly do not add up to the totals.

8 Year refers to the calendar vear unless otherwise stated. Fiscal year refers to the 12 months begin-
ning with April 1 of the year stated. Ton shows metric ton. Billion follows the American usage,

9 The use of signs is as follows:

0 asveisnis-Below unit
ek e None
+++++++++++++++ Data not available

10 The data for this yearbook were mostly adopted from official statistical surveys, but a considerable
amount of them were also drawn from private sources. The source of the data is indicated in each

table.

11 In cases more detailed data are needed, or some data are doubtful, refer to the original source or

to the Compilation Branch, Population Census Section, Survey Division of our Bureau.
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Excluding Lake Tawada (59.77km2) whose boundary lize on the lake between Aomori-ken and Akita-ken being not distinct, &)
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m) Including Lake Shinfi (81.81km2}. n)

med area No. 7 in Kezimo-waen (16.F5km2),
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This table gives figures for the areas of Japan excluding the following islands to be compared with other tables. (1) Habomai
Islands, Shikotan Island, Kunmashiri Island and Etorofu Island; (2) Nenpo Shote south of Sofs-Gan including Bonin Islands, Rosatio
Island and Volcano Islands: (8) Parece Vela and Marcus Island; (4} Twotori Island, Thesa Islands and Nomzed Skofn south of 27* north
latitude including Daite Islands. Figures for ares are newly measured, as of GFtnhcr 11955 (revised ;il'lhc.l'clﬂhﬂl' 1. 19607 nﬂlthu
one fifty-thousandth geographical maps revised after the war, by the Geographical Survey Institute, Ministry of Construction,
and the Bureau of Statistics, Office of the Prime Minister, Consequently, they do not concur with the figures previously
published, The other points to be noted are: (1) the coastline is fixed at full-tide water mark; (@ inlets, lakes, swamps and
ponds are inciuded ; (8 mouths of rivers gonstitute the coastline including up-streams in !rami area, Flgurr;s for _Ie'ngtii of coasiline
are bagsed on the survey made in July 1954 (revised in March 1961) with due consideration to the following points : ,{” curved
line gauge is used; (g} length of coastline is of the chart (at the highest tide); (a3 chart of the longest measurement is used ;
{4) only islands and sand bars not shorter than(.l km are included; (5 breakwaters, piers and quays are excluded ; (6 the
line across the mouth of a river i5 regarded as the coastline, Adjunct islands refer to those whose coastlines are not shorter than
0.1 km.
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