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Preface

The present Japan Statistical Yearbook is the sixth edition published
since the War. It inherits the tradition founded by the Japanese Imperial
Statistical Yearbook which issued 59 editions between 1882 and 1941. The
primary aim of the publication is to serve as a daily reference for the
general public, presenting in a single volume overall statistics on the
economic and cultural situations of Japan.

In this issue some changes in tables and their form have been effected
but, except these, the plan largely followed that of the previous edition.

We hereby acknowledge and tender thanks to the agencies for their
contribution of valuable data and for their hearty cooperation with us.

Yuzo, Morita
Director, Bureawu of Statistics
May, 1955 Office of the Prime Minister
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Explanatory notes

1. This publication is a compilation of the important and basic data covering the entire field
of economy and culture of Japan.

9. The data are compiled mostly from official statistics, but some private data are also made
use of if valuable.

2. The data are first obtained from those officially published by various agencies ; others, having
no official data to rely upon, are based on the original tables.

4. The coverage of the data is, on principle, from 1930 to 1953 (or 1953 fiscal year). But
from the viewpoint of the availability or unavailability of data, their importance and technical
reasons for printing, it has been conveniently lengthened or shortened for some items.

5. The source of the data is stated in each table. In case more detailed data are necessary,
or some doubts are entertained of our data, inquiry should be made directly of the source
or of Research Section, Survey Division, of this Bureau.

6. The general arrangement of chapters followed that of the Fifth Edition of Japan Statistic-
al Yearbook.

7. The kind and form of tables followed those of the Fifth Edition, though some are newly
adopted, while others are abandoned or changed of form. The new tables are marked () in
the Table of Contents while the abandoned tables are given in a bundle at the end of the
boolk.

8. Some statistical charts are introduced at the beginning of almost every chapter of the
book, with numbers for related tables in the foot notes of the charts to serve the purpose
of comparison.

9. The names of the countries of the world in the tables of international statistics followed
the alphabetical order. The disagreements occurring between the figures related to Japan in
the international statistical tables and those in other chapters are not adjusted.

10. As a rule, we have followed the English technical terms used by the original agencies
but some terms are translated by the compilers.

11. As to fractions below unit, 5 and higher fractions are rounded up to the unit numbers,
disregarding the rest, but fractions below unit, based on data of the Bank of Japan, are
entirely rounded off. Consequently, there may be instances where figures will not add up
to totals.

12. ““Year” denotes calendar year unless otherwise stated. ‘‘Fiscal year’ refers to 12
months beginning April 1 of the year stated.

13. The use of signs is as follows:

0 ......below unit
— ...... no available figures

...Data not available
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